
 Many of us believe that evangelization is defined as going door to door with 

Bibles in hand like the Mormons and a number of Protestant faiths. Many in the 

Catholic Church believe Catholics and Vincentians fail at evangelization because 

we do not have our Bibles when we meet with clients. I disagree and I would 

suggest that Vincentians evangelize every day without even knowing it. We 

evangelize by the feeding the poor, visiting the sick and imprisoned, sheltering the 

homeless, clothing the naked, burying the dead, and by our demeanor in treating 

others with dignity and respect. We preach the Gospel not by going door to door 

with Bibles, but by living the Gospel in a very real, tangible, and sacrificial way. 

 

 The Catechism of the Catholic Church  (2044) states: ―The witness of a Christian 

life and good works done in a supernatural spirit have great powers to draw men to 

the faith and to God.‖ Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta and many other saints 

evangelized this way. Blessed Mother Theresa stated, ―I do convert,‖ she said with 

a laugh. ―I convert you to be a better Hindu, a better Catholic, a better Muslim, or 

Jain, or Buddhist. I would like to help you find God.‖ (Mother Teresa: The 

Authorised Biography, by Navin Chawla, p.205). Many people in this world, 

Catholic and non-Catholic, understand that Blessed Mother Teresa was very holy, 

and through her actions brought many people to God. 

 

 If just one of the people we serve becomes a better person in some way after our 

visit due to our kindness, our smiles, by listening to their problems and so forth, 

then we have absolutely evangelized in a very real and beautiful way.  
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Evangelization: The Vincentian Way 

 ñIf God is the Center of 
your life, no words will be 
needed. Your mere presence 
will touch their hearts.ò 

 

St. Vincent de Paul 

 



Executive Director's Message 

 
  Happy summertime to all!  As I write this letter I reflect 

on the words of the First Reading from June 26, 

Deuteronomy 8:2-2. What we hear is that it takes great 

trust to follow the Lord in a life of Stewardship. Yet, just 

as He provided food and water for the Israelites, God will 

also provide us with all that we need. We, in turn, must be 

willing to hold our many gifts— not with a clenched fist—but rather with 

an open palm and be ready and willing to share what we have received.   

 During these challenging economic times your SVdP Society has been 

overwhelmed with requests for all types of services and goods. It is 

important to note that the 450+ Vincentians have worked hard and have 

been very creative in finding ways to address these increasing requests 

for support. The reality is that in many cases it takes additional financial 

resources to help those in need.   

 If you have contributed in the past, I want to both thank you and 

request that you donate again, maybe even consider increasing your 

financial offering. If you have never donated to the SVdP Society, then I 

would ask you to do so at this time. Over 97¢ of every dollar donated 

goes for direct support to clients who are truly getting the most from 

every dollar. All money raised in Denver stays in Denver to support the 

work of the Society.  

Tender Committee 

 
 Your Tender Committee is 

that group that is tending to our 

future. We have hosted two 

meetings inviting younger 

adults to join the Society. The 

second meeting was held at the 

Cathedral on May  6. Approxi-

mately twelve people attended 

to learn of our service. The  

Presidents of Conferences were 

then given the names of the 

attendees to make further 

contact. 

 We are hosting another 

meeting in the fall of this year.  

Tending to the sustainability of 

the Society is rewarding. Come 

join us at our next meeting on  

Friday September 9 from 6:00 

to 9:00 p.m. at St. Thomas 

More Parish, Old Padre 

Restaurant, 8035 S. Quebec in 

Centennial. 

Thank you to Christ 

the King! 

 
 The members of the Metro 

Board sincerely thank Father 

Daniel Leonard and Christ the 

King parish for office space. Your 

contribution allows us to send 

more funds to those in need. 

SVdP Thrift Store 

 
 The council is pleased to announce that as of  

July 1 the SVdP Thrift Store will begin donating 

half of its monthly profits to support the work of 

the 32 Conferences in the Denver Metro Council. 

The non-profit thrift store business, like so many 

businesses, has struggled through these 

challenging economic times, but the store has 

finally turned the corner and is able to support the 

work of the Conferences.   

 The SVdP Thrift Store is located at 6260 East Colfax Avenue in 

Denver. It accepts clothing, furniture, household items and sporting 

goods. All items need to be clean and in serviceable condition. If you 

are a bargain hunter and/or are looking for that unique item, a stop by 

the store may well be worth your time. A number of antiques have been 

found at the store by those with a sharp eye. 

Did You Know? 
 In a recent publication for seniors, it was noted that quite a few potential employers advertise that if you are 

presently unemployed…don’t bother to apply for a job. 



Mark Your Calendars 

 
We have two very important dates for 

all active and associate Society members: 

 

September 24:  Friends of the Poor Walk 

         9:00 a.m. 

         Machebeuf High School 

 

October 29: Festival Meeting ñA Vincentian 

                     Swap Meetò 

      8:00 a.m. 

      Christ the King, 830 Elm St. 

 

Agenda items: Resource List, Annual Report 

Training, EOC Application Training, Presidents’ 

Meeting, Fundraising 

 Energy Outreach 

Colorado (EOC) 
 

 The 2010-11 EOC grant awarded to 
the Society totaled $52,500 and is paid out in four 
equal payments between November 1, 2010 and 

October 31, 2011. On May 25 the Metro Council 
received an additional grant from EOC in the amount 
of $52,500. This was quite unexpected but sincerely 

appreciated.   
 As of June 28 the council, through its 32 
conferences, has assisted 179 households with 

$90,000 in paying their Xcel Utility bills. This 
averages out to be $502.79 per household. It is 

important to note that with very few exceptions these 
households had their utilities turned off or had a "shut
-off" notice.   

 The council received the final allocation of $10,000 
from the grant, and it is anticipated that by October 
31 over 200 families will have been assisted through 

this very important program. We are indebted to EOC 

for its generous support of the Society. 

Vehicle Donation Program 

 
 As this article is being written, twenty-two vehicles 

have been donated to the Society. This has generated 

$8,968.37 in funds to support programs and services. 

If you or someone you know has a car/truck/motor 

home/motorcycle that is not being used, you can 

donate it to the Society by calling 1.800.322.8284 or 

going online to www.svdpusa.org. Click the 

―National Vehicle Donation Program‖ button. The 

vehicle does not need to be running, and it will be 

picked up at any location. The donor will receive 

written confirmation of the donation for tax purposes, 

and all of the money generated by the donation stays 

in Denver to assist those in need.  

 This is a "Win-Win" program for all parties! The 

donor gets rid of an unwanted vehicle and the Society 

has additional resources to continue the work it has 

been doing in Denver since 1888.  

Conferences Assist With Disaster 

Relief 

 
 In May of this year, the President of the National 

Council, Joseph Flannigan, issued an urgent appeal to 

all Conferences for assistance with domestic disaster 

relief.  He cited the emergency disaster declarations 

that had been made in 2011: 

February 2: Oklahoma – severe winter storm 

March 23: Missouri – severe winter storms (59    

    counties) 

April 7: North Dakota – flooding 

April 27: Alabama – storms, tornadoes, flooding 

May 4: Mississippi – flooding 

May 5: Tennessee – flooding 

May 6: Louisiana – flooding 

 Conferences in our Metro area answered this call 

by sending funds to National to be routed to the 

affected areas. Those who helped were Most Precious 

Blood and St. Therese Parishes. 

A Great Deal...at Twice the Price! 
 

Your Metro Council has a wonderful timeshare for sale. If you don't want to purchase it, perhaps 

you have family members or friends who would like a summer mountain vacation in sunny 

Colorado. Please tell people about this great deal. Interested parties should call Steve Pratt. 

Where: Vail, Colorado 

When: June 1 thru October 1 for a one-week stay. Pool and mid-week maid service included. 

Price: $950. 
 



Bring Your Cup, Weôll Fill It Up 

 
 We are attempting to cherish and better appreciate 

God’s creation using more outward expressions.  

With that in mind, if you wish to start bringing your 

own coffee cup or juice glass to our Festival 

meetings, we will be sending that much less to the 

landfills. We will also have some recycle bins 

available. One of our members has volunteered to 

take the items home for recycling. 

Get óEr Done 

 
 In May this year, several Conferences shared 

resources to help out a twenty-five-year-old mother  

with six children pay her rent. Her husband had lost 

his job and was in Missouri, in an effort to find 

employment. She was facing eviction. Sound 

familiar? 

 

 Geri Trocheck from the Good Shepard Conference 

called Christ the King, St. Mary’s and Most Precious 

Blood asking if they could each afford to pay $100 

toward the rent. Metro Council also helped, using 

funds from the Len Langenderfer bequest. 

 

 This was just one example of teamwork and the 

Vincentian spirit. 

 

 Can you conference partner with another? If 

several team up, often the bill can be paid with 

smaller impact on individual treasuries. 

The Beggar-

Christ and 

Vincent de Paul   
Written by Meltem Aktas 
 

 In unfamiliar streets I 

wander laden with a loaf 

so full that surely there 

will be enough for all. 

In the same streets we 

meet. I see your clothes, 

your eyes, and think, 

―Aha! Here is one who needs me.‖ 

 With a smile I hope is warm I offer you bread only 

to know that the piece you give me is exactly what I 

did not know I needed. 

Food For Thought From Our 

Ancestors 

 
 Jesus Christ is our Model. As Vincentians we 

seek to grow in His image and likeness so that 

Christ loves through us without limitation. The 

following scripture was one of St. Vincent’s favorite 

readings. 
 ―Your attitude must be that of Christ. Though He was 
in the form of God, He did not deem equality with God 
something to be grasped at. Rather He emptied himself 
and took the form of a slave, being born in the likeness of 
humanity. He was known to be of human estate, and it 
was thus that He humbled himself, obediently accepting 
even death, death on a cross.‖  Phil 2:5-8 

Len Langenderfer Housing Assistance Program 

 
  In March 2011 the Board of Directors established the Len Langenderfer Housing Assistance Program 

with funds from a bequest in Mr. Langenderfer's estate. Len was an active Vincentian for over 30 years at St. 

Vincent de Paul Parish. He was responsible for the establishment of the SVdP Thrift Store and a number of 

other Society programs and services.  

  Conferences apply to the Metro Council for matching funds when they support clients in covering the cost 

of their housing. This program stretches the Conference funds and allows them to support additional clients. 

The program is being used by many of the Conferences. Unfortunately the payments from this program have 

exceeded the donations. The board is working hard to replace the funds. Donations can be made to the 

program by sending a check to the SVdP Society at 830 Elm St., Denver 80220. Indicate your donation is 

specifically for the fund. 

  This program continues Len's legacy of reaching out to those in need. He truly lived the life of a 

Vincentian. He was an example of Vincentian living. 



Love Is Inventive to Infinity 

 
 This was the theme of the May 21 Festival 

Meeting. Dr. Vie Thorgren presented us with a 

thoughtful message to further our journey as loving 

servants to God’s poor. 

 St. Vincent was often heard reminding people that 

what is given to us is to be shared for building up the 

body of Christ. Nothing is to be hoarded. 

 We reviewed the Society’s Mission Statement 

which begins with: 

―Inspired by Gospel values, the society of St. 

Vincent de Paul, a catholic lay organization, 

leads women and men to join together to 
grow spiritually…‖ 

 Ours is a communal spirituality. There’s more to 

our mission statement than what can be found in our 

RULE. You might reflect on this in your Conference 

as we did at the meeting. God provides great insight 

when we do this. We grow in holiness TOGETHER. 

 Dr. Vie also spoke of the story of Jesus in the 

desert when the devil came to tempt Him. Jesus was 

most probably weak and tired and certainly hungry.  

Here was this temptation presented that would not 

only feed Jesus, but could eliminate all hunger and 

suffering in the entire world…for all time! Yet Jesus 

did not succumb. He did not eradicate hunger. He 

didn’t make all materially rich. Instead, He placed 

His trust in God. 

 One thing we might remember from this is: If 

Jesus didn’t sweep His arms and make everything 

perfect…why we would think we should cure all the 

ills of the people we serve? God calls us to do 

reasonably well in our service. 

 St. Louise de Marillac reflected on Jesus’ hidden 

life, that is, those years from the time He was 12-30 

years old. She observed that Jesus lived as a 

neighbor, an ordinary man living His everyday life.  

Once He began His ministry, He spent time with 

those who were poor and unaccepted in society. He 

listened and was present to them. 

 The Vincentian way means we belong to the 

poor. This should be reflected not only in our daily 

activities, but also in our political votes, giving voice 

to the poor with our decisions. We should be 

transforming the systems to give preferential options 

for the poor.   

 Compassion fatigue was another concept Dr. Vie 

presented for our consideration. If the center of 

gravity is ME, operating on my own energies, fatigue 

is most often the result. If I can move this center to 

my relationship with those I serve, I’m capable of 

more. 

 Vincentian friendship involves not only my 

providing the ―bread‖ to people, but also that I am 

open to what each person brings to me. We need to 

focus in our Conferences on how the poor feed us.  

One suggestion Dr. Vie made regarding this is that 

we ask one Conference member to write down the 

story of one service encounter. Give a copy of the 

situation to each Conference member. Have someone 

read the story out loud four (4) times while the others 

reflect and write down thoughts. At the conclusion of 

the readings, share our thoughts. 

 Dr. Vie said she wanted to send us all home with 

some concrete methods to further our prayer lives.  

She certainly gave us much to mull upon. Thanks, 

Dr. Thorgren, for your insights, expertise and 

energies! 

Prayerful Strategies for 

Conferences 

 
 Using the written story of a service encounter or a 

scripture: 

 1. With the first reading note the overall sense of 

the reading and all that it contains. In the quiet 

receive the reading into your being. 

 2. With the second reading, pay attention to the 

thoughts and insights that surface within you. Do any 

questions come to mind?  In the quiet, write down 

your thoughts and insights. Bring your questions to 

God. 

 3. With the third reading, pay attention to the 

feeling response that is stirred within you. In the 

quiet share your response with God. 

 4. With the fourth reading, we do not want the 

words to remain words on the page, but we want 

them to become a part of our very being. We want to 

become the word we have received here. 

 Following a prayer, share in your group what you 

noticed or received during this time. Vincent de Paul 

taught that the insights given to us in prayer are not 

our personal possession but are given to us to build 

up the Body of Christ. 

 

Taken from May 21, 2011, SVdP Festival Gathering 

from Dr. Vie Thorgren  
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Friends of the Poor Walk 

 

Hear ye! Hear ye! Calling all walkers. It is that time 

again; our 4
th

 Annual Friends of the Poor Walk. We 

will be gathering at Bishop Machebeuf High School 

once again for our Saturday morning festivities on 

September 24. This WALK is our yearly fundraiser so 

we can collect funds to continue assisting God’s poor. 

Come along, have a healthy walk and know you are 

helping.  Remember, over 97¢ of every dollar goes 

back to our neighborhoods! 


